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Meals for Millions ... and More

José Andrés and his team dish meals in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria
Photos: @chefjoseandres

Volunteers made up to 30,000 sandwiches,
assembly-line style, each day

We’ve all read the headlines
and seen the TV footage. But what
José Andrés and his World Central
Kitchen team accomplished in
Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria
bears repeating. For weeks after the
disaster, Andrés and his network of
#ChefsForPuertoRico fed nearly two
million people across the devastated
foodservicemonthly

island. Along with a dedicated
team of volunteers, they worked
tirelessly to set up satellite kitchens
across Puerto Rico, with the largest
operation headquartered in San
Juan’s Coliseo.
To feed in such numbers, the
Andrés team set up 18 kitchens,
coordinated the work of more than
500 volunteers, and partnered with
a dozen or more food trucks to
deploy more than 120,000 meals
to people in need on a daily basis.
They directed supplies, made
sandwiches by the thousands, and
cooked and cooked…and then
cooked some more. This special chef
network comprised a team of Puerto
Rican chefs, including Jose Enrique
(Jose Enrique Restaurant), Enrique
Piñeiro (Mesa 364), Victor Rosado
(Treehouse), Wilo Bennett (Pikayo),
and Manolo Martinez (Paellas y algo
más).
Food trucks and special partners
were — and are — essential in
distributing meals to hard-to-reach
areas. That list included Ocean Deli,

High Kitchen, Lemon Submarine,
Pisco Labis, El Churry, Yummy
Dumplings, Peko Peko, Acai On
The Go, The Meatball Company,
Dame Un Bite, and Instituto de
Banca y Comercio. With these
distribution networks in place,
#ChefsForPuertoRico reached 78
municipalities throughout the island
where hungry people of all ages and
stages queued for food and water.
José Andrés founded World
Central Kitchen after the devastating
2010 earthquake in Haiti — with
the belief that food can be an agent
of change. World Central Kitchen
has expanded globally and has
developed into a group of chefs
creating smart solutions to hunger
and poverty.
Visit worldcentralkitchen.org/
donate to help support this effort.
José Andrés and company, we salute
you!

already!
“Hitting the one-million mark is
about more than just sales,” said
Malawi’s co-founder Blake Roney. “It
means that one million meals were
served to kids and their families
in Malawi, and that the unique
business model we developed
around the core philosophy of
giving back is resonating.”
Roney partnered with Chef Kent
Andersen to develop the restaurant
and its meal exchange program
after doing a humanitarian trip
to Malawi. The southeast African
country is one of the poorest and
least developed nations in the
world. Under this program, the
company delivers nutrient-dense
meals to children and their families
in villages throughout Malawi, using
local maize blended with vitamins
and minerals.
Malawi’s Pizza offers a new model
for corporate social responsibility by
making philanthropy a cornerstone
of the business model rather than
an afterthought. In addition to the
meal giveback program for Malawi,
each of the U.S. franchises also
partners with a local hunger-fighting
charity. More Malawi’s franchises are
planned for the DMV region. More
pizza, please!

Speaking of millions…

Golf + Gala = Good…for ending
childhood hunger!

Gourmet pizza restaurant,
Malawi’s Pizza, has a mission:
pairing good food with doing good.
The pizza franchise is nearing the
one-million milestone in its unique
Meal-for-Meal Exchange Program
that delivers one meal to a child in
Malawi for every meal sold in the
U.S. As of late October, the “Journey
to a Million Meals” campaign had
donated 993,567 meals. Company
officials projected that one of
their franchises in Fredericksburg,
Virginia, Utah, or Texas would ring
up the one-millionth sale by early
November, if it hasn’t happened

The Newsmagazine Foodservice Professionals Rely On

The Wills Group, a family-owned
company headquartered in La Plata,
Md., raised more than $500,000
at its inaugural Blackie Wills Golf
Classic and Gala. More than 500
people participated in the event,
which supports the the Blackie Wills
Community Leadership Fund and
its efforts to end childhood hunger
and ensure safe and healthy homes.
The two-day event took place at the
Turf Valley Resort in Ellicott City,
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