A PLACE FOR SAM
BY LISA KEATHLEY
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am Myers was born 24 years
ago, a lively newborn doing
what newborns do. Eighteen
months later, mom Jennifer
Myers noticed that Sam was not
progressing verbally the way
he should. She wondered what
was happening and started to
investigate...and from that moment
on became a fierce advocate for
her son. Sam was diagnosed with
Landau-Kleffner Syndrome, a rare
disorder characterized by the loss
of language abilities and sleeping
seizure activity. Sam’s neurologist
put Sam on the autism spectrum.
But that didn’t stop Jennifer — or
Sam!
Sam attended the Harbour School
of Baltimore, a Maryland nonpublic
special education school for children
in grades 1 through 12 that provides
individualized education to students
with learning disabilities, autism,
speech and language impairments,
and other disabilities. Sam
graduated at the age of 21 with his
high school diploma. And Jennifer
— and dad Michael — continued to
advocate for their son. As Michael
says, “Jennifer is a fierce advocate
for Sam. She always worked for Sam
to have the most complete, fulfilling,
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restaurant business
where Sam could work. She
wondered, “How can we be sure
it will be a great environment
for Sam?” The answer: Own the
business!
Michael had been waiting to find
the right formula for his son. An
investment professional, he was
no stranger to the idea of owning
a business. His parents — Sam’s
grandparents — owned and ran a
summer camp in Maine. Sam’s great
grandfather, Israel Myers, founded
the Londontown Manufacturing
Company, now known as London
Fog, purveyor of men’s and women’s
trench coats, raincoats, and jackets.
When Sam showed interest in and
talent for restaurant work, Michael
went into launch mode, looking
to start or buy a small coffee shop
where Sam could use his restaurant
skills and his love of people.
However, more important than
the shop or place was the right
person to launch and run it. That
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